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Christmas Eve
Service

Church Events
• December 3 – Charge
Conference at 7 p.m. via
Zoom

at 7:00 P.M.

We will have special music,
dance, and a five-piece brass
ensemble. The service
culminates with a virtual
candlelighting. Contact the
church office to arrange pickup
or mailing of your candles for
Christmas eve. Create a
Watch Party and invite your
family and friends to join you
for this special service on
Facebook Live!

• December 7 – College
Prep Workshop at 6 p.m.
via Zoom
• December 10 – Special
Charge Conference at 7
p.m. via Zoom (leases)
• December 24 – Christmas
Eve Service at 7 p.m.
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• December 25 – HOLIDAY:
Office & Facilities
CLOSED

Tongan Watch
Night Service

• December 25 – Tongan
Christmas Day Service at
11 a.m.

December 31 from 9 p.m. to
midnight

• December 31 – Watch
Night Service at 9 p.m.

Our Watch Night Service will
be held via Zoom. Contact
Pastor Linita Moa at
LinitaUMoa@gmail.com to
receive Zoom link.

ONLINE WORSHIP SERVICES
Sundays:
English Worship – 10 a.m.
Tongan Worship – 11 a.m.
via First United Methodist
Church Honolulu Facebook
Live

Pastor’s Page
2020 Vision: Glorifying God Through Our D.A.Y.S.
Dear FUMC ‘Ohana:
We are in the season of Advent, when we anticipate the coming of the Christ. In some ways, the feelings of many are of
distance: from one another; from the lives we once led; perhaps even distance from God. And I can certainly understand why.
I think of the rather sad sight of the unloading of the tree donated for the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree this year straggly, uneven, needles in clumps on the ground. Someone quipped that it was the Rockefeller Center version of the
Charlie Brown Christmas Tree. Another said that the tree was a metaphor for 2020.
It's been the toughest year for most of us in many a year. But it was a downtrodden situation in ancient Judea two millennia
ago. The people were not only under the umbrella of the powerful and often oppressive Roman Empire, but they were ruled
by a client king (a non-Roman ruler who was dependent on Rome for authority) named Herod the Great, who was not only a
cruel and narcissistic ruler, but was paranoid and willing to do anything to remain in power. In his case, he heard that in the
town of Bethlehem, the Messiah, the Anointed One, the legitimate king of the Jews would be born. And that person was the
infant Jesus, born in a manger, innocent, full of love and hope and life. As a result, Herod ordered the killing of all children
that were two years old and younger, which has been called "The Massacre of the Innocents."
But Herod was thwarted. Jesus was spared. Herod would soon die, probably in the depths of his paranoia and fear. The
infant Jesus would grow up to be a man who was humble but confident, gentle but resilient, filled with a servant's heart but
charged with divine authority. This is someone who would deliver the people from their despair and give them everlasting
hope.
And this is someone who is still alive and with us today, Christ the Lord. This month, we will be reliving the story of this
much anticipated, much hoped for person. So, come, Lord Jesus, come into our hearts this season and always.
ONLINE WORSHIP CONTINUES THIS MONTH AND INTO 2021
With the pandemic raging on the mainland and while Hawaii seems to have plateaued, there still seems to be significant
risk for cases spiking, with in-person worship services being potential super spreader events. The reports of efficacious
vaccines are very encouraging, but the reality is that widely available doses will take many months. As a result, we will
continue to offer virtual worship and online opportunities for the time being. Thank you for continuing to support our ministry.
POINSETTIAS AND ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS GIVING
Things have been different this year, and some aspects of our holiday season will be different as well. One of the
differences is with online only worship services and restricted access to the church facility, we will not have the tradition of
purchasing poinsettias, dedicating them to loved ones, and then picking them up after the Christmas Eve service.
This year, we will purchase some poinsettias to adorn the sanctuary and be seen online, but they will not be available for
pickup. instead, we invite you to designate your donations to one of our alternative Christmas giving options in honor or
memory of loved ones. In this way, we can preserve the dedication opportunities while providing assistance to organizations
who help people in great need.
This holiday season can indeed be a wonderful one, because we have a wonderful God who gave us a wonderful Son.
Thanks be to God!

Grace and aloha,
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From Faifekau Linita Moa’s Desk
2020 Vision: Glorifying God Through Our D.A.Y.S.

Ki he Kainga Lotu Tonga,
Fakafeta’i, Fakafeta’i ko e pehe te tau noa, Fakamalo he ‘ofa ‘a hotau ‘Otua, Ne tuku ‘a Langi mo hono Masani,
Ka e ha’u ‘o huhu’i ‘a e hia ‘a mamani.”Kuo tau a’u mai ‘eni ki he mahina faka’osi ‘o e ta’u 2020, pea fiefia ai
‘a e mo’ui ke fakafeta’i he ko e ‘Otua tokotaha pe, na’e ‘uli mo tafoe ‘a e folau kuo tau fai mai he ta’u kafakafa
ko’eni.
‘Oku fanguna kitautolu he Siate Folau ‘o e Mahina Faka’osi, ke tau “Fou ‘I he ‘Ai’angakai, Ko e Hala Matu’aki
Fo’ou ‘o e ‘Amanaki Lelei mo e Fakamaau Totonu.” Hange pe ko e ngaahi Kosipeli mo e ngaahi Lesoni kuo tau
fou mai ai he ngaahi mahina kuo hili pea tau a’u mai ki he mahina ni, ‘a e fakamamafa ki he Pule’anga ‘o e ‘Otua
mo ‘ene Fakamaau Totonu. Kuo hoko mai ‘a e kuonga ni ‘oku tau vakai ki he anga ‘o ‘etau fononga mo e ta’au ‘o
e hala fononga, pea ‘oku fakalotolahi’i ai kitautolu ke fakapapau’i ‘etau mo’ui mo e hala ‘oku tau fononga ai, ke
tau ma’u ‘a e ‘amanaki lelei mo e fakamaau totonu ‘a e ‘Otua ‘oku fou kotoa pe ‘ia Sisu na’e ‘alo’i he
‘ai’angakai. Ko ia pe ‘a e Hala ‘oku totonu mo fo’ou ma’u pe ke tau fou ai ke ma’u ‘a e Pule’anga ‘o Hevani.
Ko ‘eni ‘a e ngaahi me’a ‘oku tau ‘amanaki atu ki ai he mahina ni:
• Ko e ‘aho Tu’apulelulu, Tisema 3, ‘e fakahoko ai ‘etau Charge Conference, pea ‘oku fakataha ‘a e SPRC
he 6 p.m. mo e DS, pea hoko atu ai pe ‘a e Charge Conference he taimi 7 p.m.
• Ko e Sapate, Tisema 6 ko ‘etau Malanga mo e Sakalameniti taimi 11 a.m.
• Ko e ‘aho Tokonaki, Tisema 12 ko e fakataha’anga Zoom ia ‘a e Kuata Tisema, pea ‘oku kau kiai ‘a e Kau
Faifekau mo e kau taki ‘o e ngaahi Va’a Ngaue ‘a e Vahefonua (‘e toki ‘oatu ‘a e zoom link koia ‘amui).
• Ko e Christmas Eve Service, te tau kau fakataha ai mo e English Service he 7 p.m. mo e tutu te’elango ‘o e
houa lotu koia. (‘e ‘oatu pe he facebook ‘a e Siasi).
• Ko e ngaahi te’elango koia ‘oku ngaue’aki he tutu te’elango he Christmas Eve Service, ‘e toki
fanongonongo atu ‘a e taimi ke pick up atu ho’omou te’elango mei ‘api Siasi, pe ko ha founga ‘e faingofua
ke a’u atu ai ‘a e te’elango ki ho’omou ngaahi ‘api kimu’a he houa lotu ko’eni.
• Ko e ‘Aho Kilisimasi, taimi 11 a.m ‘e fakahoko atu ai ‘etau Malanga Kilisimasi. Pea kataki pe ‘a e ngaahi
famili ‘oku faka’amu pe ke tau kau fakataha fakafamili he ‘aho Kilisimasi mei ho’omou ngaahi lotofale
takitaha.
• Ko e ‘Aho Tu’apulelulu, Tisema 31, ‘e fakahoko atu ai ‘etau malanga faka’osita’u, ‘e kei tauhi pe ‘etau
kau malanga ‘e toko 13, pea ‘e hiki ‘a e ngaahi malanga kimu’a pea toki live atu he taimi 9-12 tu’upo ‘o e
po faka’osita’u. Ko ia te u toki tukuatu ‘a e vahevahe ‘o e kau malanga he Sapate Tisema 6, 2020 ke teuteu
kiai ‘a e kau malanga.
• ‘E pehe pe foki mo e Uike Lotu, he vahevahe atu ‘a e kau failotu, pea ‘e feinga pe ke hiki pea live atu he
taimi 6 a.m. pea taimi 7 p.m. he ‘aho takitaha.
• ‘Oku mahino pe te tau kei ngaue’aki pe ‘a e founga ko’eni ki he ta’u fo’ou, pea ‘e feinga pe ko e ha ‘a e
lelei taha te tau ala lava ke ngaue’aki.
‘Oku tau ‘amanaki pe ke tokoni’i kitautolu ‘e he Laumalie Ma’oni’oni ke tau kau fakataha he ngaahi ‘aho
fakafeta’i ni, mo e faka’osinga ‘o e ta’u 2020.
‘Ofa lahi atu ki he ngaahi famili kotoa pe.

Faifekau Linita ‘U. Moa
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Sermons for 10 a.m.
Online Service on Facebook
Live

Charge Conferences
Thursday, December 3 and 10
7:00 PM via Zoom
Our Annual Charge Conference with the DS this
year will be held online via Zoom on December 3 at
7:00 p.m. Another special conference to approve
leases will be on December 10, as well as budget
approval.

December 6
Pastor Tom preaches on "Savior of the
Nations," why Jesus is our Savior.

December 13
Our very special guest preacher will be
Pastor Mike Slaughter, renowned United
Methodist pastor, who has served as our
consultant, and whose "Change the World"
conference inspired many of our First UMC
people. Pastor Mike led the Ginghamsburg
UMC in Ohio, which went from 90 to over
4000 during his 38 years pastorate.

December 20
We will have a special musically focused
service celebrating this season with music
from different musicians.

December 24 – Christmas Eve
Brass, carols, special music and message,
plus virtual candlelighting at the end.

December 27
A "Sabbath" Sunday. Bishop Grant Hagiya
and the Cal-Pac Conference District
Superintendents will be offering a virtual
worship service on this day.
Our worship service can also be viewed from
our webpage – firstumchonolulu.org soon
after our Facebook Live worship ends at 11
a.m. and on YouTube. Or if you prefer a
printed copy of the worship script, please call
808-522-9555 or email
office@firstumchonolulu.org to request
one be mailed to you.

Email the office at office@firstumchonolulu.org to
receive an email with the Zoom link.

2020 VISION: DISCIPLESHIP
SUNDAY ADVENT STUDY
Join us for the Advent study,
Incarnation, by Adam
Hamilton. While the study
began on November 29, you
may join us on December 6,
13, and 20 following worship.
In this study, we will
examine the names of
Christ used by the gospel
writers, exploring the
historical and personal
significance of his birth.
This is a great time for new
people to join the study. The Kids Church and youth
will be following these lessons as well! It would be a
wonderful time to do the study as a family!
While the book is not needed for this study, you may
want to purchase it to enhance your understanding.
Kim is willing to teach this class at another time, if
people are interested in this study and cannot attend
on Sundays at 11 AM. Email
Kim@firstumchonolulu.org for more information.

Sundays at 9:15 a.m. via Zoom
If you are new to Kids Church, email
Office@firstumchonolulu.org to receive the Zoom
invitation, registration form and Kids Church Activity
Packet.
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2020 VISION: the ARTS

2020 VISION: YOUNG PEOPLE
YOUNG PEOPLE’S MINISTRY
God is great, everyday! And every day, God is great! I
am still getting along and working alongside the young
people of the Tongan ministry every Sunday
afternoons. Since the beginning of November, we
have embarked on a series of “Growth” and what
Scripture tells us about maturing our spirituality and
ourselves in the world. We grow past our worries,
through change, and having a whole lot of trust in God
to see us through each phase in our lives. We ended
our series with an “attitude of gratitude” (and just in
time for the Thanksgiving holiday), and how the things
we used to take for granted are now what we are most
grateful for in our lives. Even with this global pandemic
effecting our lives, we are still most grateful for what
we have and who we still have in our lives.
Next, is Advent season. I am looking forward to our
Advent series coming up as we prepare to make way
for the coming of Christ. Advent season looks different
for many of us, but the reason for the season is still the
same, Jesus.
I pray that we all take care of ourselves and stay safe
during this holiday season!

FUMC’S ADVENT – CHRISTMAS DEVOTIONAL
Now Available!
We are so blessed to be able to present this devotional guide to
you. It is a remarkable collection of different perspectives of faith
from members of our Honolulu First United Methodist ‘ohana.
We hope that it will inspire your own hearts and minds as we
anticipate the coming of the Christ Child.
We are grateful to our devotional editor, Kim Houff, for
coordinating the booklet, and Ongo Koli, for translating the
majority of devotions into Tongan. We are also grateful to all of
the authors who contributed a devotional. You may pick up your
copy (in English and Tongan) at the church office, download a
pdf copy from firstumchonolulu.org, or request one be emailed to
you at kim@firstumchonolulu.org.

God bless you all,

Lavinia Taukolo, CST intern

ENGLISH YOUTH GROUP
I'm so blessed to be able to partner with my wife
Sandi and together lead our youth here at FUMC.
Our current study has brought us timely scriptures
full of reassuring promises. For example:

College Prep Class
Monday, December 7at 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Are you in 8th-12th grade and thinking about college
but don’t know when or how to start planning or if you
can even afford it?
Join us for this FREE College Prep Class and learn
why a college education is important, why it’s
important to start planning early and how to get
started. If you have questions about whether or not to
take the SAT/ACT test or apply for early acceptance,
you’ll want to join us.
To register call 808-522-9555 or email
office@firstumchonolulu.org.

Hebrews 4:16
Let us then approach God’s throne of grace
with confidence, so that we may receive mercy
and find grace to help us in our time of need.
I'm humbled to be used to speak into the lives of
our youth. It's amazing how blessings work. As a
facilitator, I believed that I would be a blessing to
our youth, but God has used our youth to bless
me. Hearing them share as we study scripture fills
my heart with joy. Every week they bless me with
their wisdom and help me understand the grace of
God. Our youth are awesome.
May God’s grace and mercy be with you during
this Christmas season!
Mark Brekke, Director of Youth
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2020 VISION: SERVICE
UNITED METHODIST
WOMEN
All ladies are invited to the
English Circle Meeting on Wednesday,
December 9 at 11:30 a.m. via Zoom. We will be
doing our traditional activity of sending
Christmas cards to missionaries, lay missioners,
etc. as well as shut-in members. This year, you
will need to provide your own cards and stamps.
Beverly will provide the names and addresses.
All women are welcome to join us. Contact
Kim@firstumchonolulu.org to receive the Zoom
link.
The Tongan Circle will meet on Tuesday,
December 15 at 7:30 PM via Zoom. Please
contact Tupou Seini Kelemeni to get the meeting
invitation.
****************************************

Christmas Angel
Alternative Christmas Gifts
In lieu of poinsettias this year we will be using
Christmas Angel donations to honor and
memorialize family and friends. Any amount may
be given to any project. You can pay for your gift
with check or credit card. When you make your
gift, please let us know the name (or names) you
are honoring or memorializing. We will display the
names (along with your name) during worship on
December 20 and 27. Please indicate if you would
like for us to email an insert to you about your
selected project(s) to give to your recipient(s).
The projects we will support this year are:

TOY and GIFT
CARD DRIVE/
‘OHANA MEALS
You can help give a family a merry and bright
Christmas this year by donating a new toy or gift
card. As you all know, this holiday season is
going to be especially difficult. You can help
bring some joy by donating gift cards (in $20-$25
increments) and gender-neutral (packaged) toys.
Please keep gifts around the $25 and below
range. They are hoping to provide gift packages
to 100 of the families in our program. Please
bring the items to the center by Monday,
December 14th. If you have any questions or
would like more information, call the office at
808-522-9555 or email at
Kim@firstumchonolulu.org.
You can also provide a meal for several Family
Promise families. If you are interested in this
program, you can sign up at this link:
https://form.jotform.com/202685935625161

• FUMC Foodbank
• Pancakes and Praise Breakfast
• FUMC Preschool Scholarship Fund
• Nepal Water Wells
• Samaritan Counseling Center
• The Legal Clinic
Your gift will help transform our local and global
communities! For more information, call the office
or email kim@firstumchonolulu.org.

Do Good While You Shop!
Begin your shopping at UMCMarket.org (select
First UMC Honolulu as your ministry to support)
and our feeding ministries will receive a
percentage of your purchase for participating
websites.
If you shop Amazon.com, use smile.amazon.com
instead. Select First United Methodist Church
Honolulu as your charity. Amazon will give us a
percentage of your purchase.
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DECEMBER 2020
Sunday

Monday

2019 Ala Moana Centerstage Outreach

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

All classes and
Worship Services
are held online.

Thursday
2

10am
Wednesday
Check-In

Friday

Saturday
4

3
2-4pm FoodBank

9:00am
Faith
Friends
small group

7pm Annual
Charge
Conference via
Zoom
6

8:30am Pancake Breakfast
8:45am Disciple Fast Track
9:15am Kids Church
10am Online English Worship
11am Online Tongan Worship
11am Incarnation Study
11am Youth Group

7

8

2-4pm FoodBank

10am
Wednesday
Check-In

6:00pm College
Prep Class

10

11

2-4pm FoodBank

12
9:00am
Faith
Friends
small group

11:30am UMW
English Circle

6:30pm Tongan
Bible Study

13

9

5

14

8:30am Pancake Breakfast
8:45am Disciple Fast Track
9:15am Kids Church
10am Online English Worship
11am Online Tongan Worship
11am Incarnation Study
11am Youth Group

2-4pm FoodBank

20
8:30am Pancake Breakfast
8:45am Disciple Fast Track
9:15am Kids Church
10am Online English Worship
11am Online Tongan Worship
11am Incarnation Study
11am Youth Group

21
2-4pm FoodBank

27
8:30am Pancake Breakfast

28
2-4pm FoodBank

10am Online English Worship
11am Online Tongan Worship

6:30pm Tongan
Bible Study

6:30pm Tongan
Bible Study

15

16
10am
Wednesday
Check-In

17
2-4pm FoodBank

18
19

7:30pm UMW
Tongan Circle

22

23
10am
Wednesday
Check-In

24
FoodBank OPEN
2-4pm
7pm Christmas
Eve Service
online

6:30pm Tongan
Bible Study

30

29
10am
Wednesday
Check-In

7

31

HOLIDAY 25
Office &
Facilities
CLOSED
11am
Tongan
Christmas
Service

19
9:00am
Faith
Friends
small group

26
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Church Leaders & Staff
Pastors: The Rev. Dr. Tom Choi
The Rev. Dr. Linita ‘U. Moa

Don’t miss out on
any news! Go to
this link

Director of Discipleship & Community Engagement:
Kim Houff

http://eepurl.com/hetu1T

Office Manager: Sandi Brekke

to sign up for all of
our different email
distribution lists!

Facilities Director: Paini Harris
Director of Youth: Mark Brekke
Director of Young People’s Ministry: Mele Pepa Latu
Choir Directors: Tupou Seini Kelemeni, Fololiena Maka
Accompanist: Jason Eom
Finance Administrator: Ongo Koli
Custodians: Heamasi Koli, Pat Sheppard,
Pongi Vehikite, Sia Lolohea

*********
CONNECTIONAL LEADERS:
Resident Bishop:
Bishop Grant Hagiya
District Superintendent:

Check out our website: www.firstumchonolulu.org
Email: Office@Firstumchonolulu.org
Instagram: firstumchonolulu
Facebook: First United Methodist Church Honolulu
Twitter: HonoluluFUMC

Rev. Moonyoung Lee
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