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FAMILY & FRIENDS MOVIE TIME 
Sunday, June 2 
1:00 p.m. in Komuro Hall 

“Ben Hur” is a movie about a prince 
falsely accused of treason by his 
adopted brother, an officer in the 
Roman army, who returns to his 
homeland after years at sea to seek 
revenge but finds redemption. 

Join us in watching this film and for an 
opportunity to have fellowship and 
popcorn together! 

GRADUATION SUNDAY 
Sunday, June 2 
10:00 a.m. Joint Service 

Calling all FUMC high school and 
post high school graduates! We 
would like to recognize you at our 
June 2 combined service at 10 a.m. 
If you will be present at the service, 
please email the church office at 
office@firstumchonolulu.org with 
your first and last name, name of the 
school you are graduating from, 
whether it is high school or college, 
and if college, what degree you 
earned. 

 

 

 

 

 

CAMP MOKULE’IA 
June and July 

Camp Mokule’ia campers make 

new friends, learn to appreciate 

God’s incredible creation, and 

experience the love and presence 

of God. New activities include 

stand up paddleboard, outrigger 

canoeing and snorkeling. 

Senior High Camp (finished 

grades 9-12): June 9-14, $460 

Middle School Camp (finished 

grades 6-8): June 9-14 or July 7-12 

$460 

Elementary Camp (finished 

grades 2-5): June 23-28 or July 7-

12, $460 

Mini-Camp (finished grades 1-2): 

June 23-25, $300 

To register or for more information: 

www.campmokuleia.org. 
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Dear FUMC ‘Ohana:  

This summer will be eventful in many ways: 

1. The California-Pacific Annual Conference will again be held this month in Redlands, 
California, just before Fatherʻs Day. There will be elections for delegates to General 
Conference, which will likely be the most consequential event in Methodist history in over 50 
years, with “United” truly at stake like no other time since before the Civil War. We will also 
be electing delegates to Jurisdictional Conference, where several new bishops will be 
elected. Our lay delegates will be Judy Olson, Tupou Seini Kelemeni, Fusi Koli, and Kepueli 
Tupou; Pastor Linita and I will be the clergy delegates. Ongo Koli will also be a voting 
member due to his position as the Hawaii United Methodist Union president. Please pray for 
us as we prepare for cataclysmic events in the life of our denomination. 

2. My new sermon series this month will be on the book, Love Your Enemies, by social 
scientist and author, Arthur C. Brooks. I first became aware of this book on a mainstream 
news network and I was intrigued about a religious theme from a secular writer who usually 
writes about economics and related topics. With the harsh divisions and increase in hatred 
in our nation and the world, it is a fascinating take on one of Jesusʻs most important sayings. 
There will be two sermons, June 9 and 23.  

3. On June 23 after the English worship, we will be experimenting with a new opportunity: 
showing large portions of a film the Sunday before I preach about the film during worship 
(the idea is to align with the Bible study and youth group schedule). On the 23rd, we will 
screen the film “Apollo 13” and I will preach about the film on the 30th. On the 30th, we will 
then screen a different film afterward, and I will preach about it on July 7 and so on. We 
hope that this will be a fun and informative way to enjoy films! 

4. Family Promise returns in June from the 23rd through the 30th. It has been heartening to 
know that most of the families that we have hosted have transitioned to permanent housing. 
We invite you to be a part of this vital and effective ministry.  

***** 

The Judicial Council, the Supreme Court of the UMC, acted on referrals from the 2019 General 
Conference. Many portions continued to be deemed unconstitutional, but some was deemed 
constitutional. This does mean that there is a possibility that harsh penalties could be brought down 
on those who violate the Book of Discipline’s prohibitions on LGBTQIA+ clergy and same sex 
weddings. Progressives and sympathetic centrists have vowed a fight. 

While I hope that we can avoid schism as a denomination, I’m afraid that there will be churches 
who will exit the United Methodist Church – on either side of the issue.   

Please continue to pray for the future of our United Methodist Church, that we stay true to the 
center of the Gospel, Jesus Christ. 

Grace and aloha, 

 

 



 

                                                     

                                                    BACKPACKS 
                                             FOR  
                                             PAROLEES 
 

Thank you to all those who donated items or gave 

monetary donations to purchase items to fill 

backpacks that will be given to parolees to support 

them in their transition as they are released from 

prison. We were able to fill FIVE (5) backpacks! Our 

next collection for this ministry will be in October. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
H.O.P.E. (Helping Other People Excel) 
Boxes 
In March we partnered with Catholic Charities’ 
Housing First project and collected donations of 
household items to give to their homeless clients 
upon their move-in into their rental unit, helping to 
turn empty apartments into homes! Thanks to your 
generosity we were able to present Catholic Charities 
with FIVE (5) overflowing baskets! We will begin 
collecting items again this month. Please see page 4 
for the list of needed items. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

This Month’s Sermons 

at the 10 a.m. service 
 

June 2 – “Circles of Gratitude” 

This week we will conclude our sermon series based on the 

book “Grateful” by Diana Butler Bass. 

Holy Communion celebrated. 

June 9 – “Love Your Enemies” Part One 

This week we are starting a new sermon series based on 

the book “Love Your Enemies” by Arthur C. Brooks. 

June 16 – Father’s Day – Rev. Sam Domingo 

We welcome back Pastor Sam, who was an associate 

pastor of FUMC from 2000-2002. Well known as an 

excellent preacher, we look forward to hearing his 

message!. 

June 23 – “Love Your Enemies” Part Two 

Pastor Tom continues in this series by talking about ways 

we can move beyond resentment, fear, and hatred of 

enemies to a place where we can move toward our 

enemies. 

June 30 – Youth Sunday 

This week we start a new series on media parables. This 

week we look at the Tom Hanks film “Apollo 13”. The focus 

is on mission. 

 

Copies of the worship script are available via email at 

office@firstumchonolulu.org or stop by the office for a hard 

copy. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S MINISTRY 

May was filled with special Sundays honoring our 

children, mothers and fathers – celebrating the entire 

family. It was a beautiful reminder how each family 

member plays an important role. Similar to how we 

all play an important role in the body of Christ. No 

one part holding more importance than the other. 1 

Corinthians 12:12, “Just as a body, though one, has 

many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so 

it is with Christ.” 

Our Koniseti Misinale fundraiser was a huge 

success. By the grace of God, our Young People 

raised over $30,000! Thank you to all the families 

and supporters that came out. It was such a fun 

evening dancing the night away. 

In June, we will be preparing for the Tongan Kuata. 

Some of the youth and young adult girls will be 

attending the BLOOM Conference. See below for 

more information. Our Joint Youth Activity will be 

attending the Children’s Theatre of Oahu’s Snow 

White, featuring Sara Brekke from the English Youth 

Group as Snow White. Also, preparations will begin 

soon for the Tongan Youth Day. For updates, please 

follow our Facebook page 

@FirstUMCHonoluluYoungPeople. 

 
Mele Pepa Latu, Director of Young People’s Ministry 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BLOOM Conference is a two-day event that brings 
hundreds of the next generation female leaders 
together to be encouraged, equipped, empowered 
and inspired to BLOOM where they are planted and 
become all God has created them to be. 

First UMC has a limited amount of VIP tickets to this 
amazing event which is from 4:30-9:30 p.m. on 
Friday, June 21 and 7:30 a.m.-12noon on Saturday, 

June 22. The VIP experience includes reserved 
parking, early entry, reserved seating, BLOOM 
gift, VIP lounge access, and a special meet & 
greet with Tiffany Thurston. This year, the 
conference will be held at New Hope Oahu. 

If you are girl 12-22 years of age and would like to 
attend BLOOM, VIP tickets will be available from 
FUMC for $20 per person (valued at $150) to the 
first 26 girls who pay. This is a great event to 
attend as Mother and Daughter. . .mom’s are 
welcome to purchase a ticket to attend with your 
daughter. Please bring your payment to the office. 
See Sandi for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                          Hale Nani Rehabilitation 

and Nursing Center 

                                             

                                            ENGLISH  
                                            YOUTH GROUP                                                          

                                                 It’s amazing how  

                                                 God reaches our  

                                                 heart whenever we 

                                                 joyfully reach out  

                                                 to others. As I  

watched our youth along with their families using 

their gifts to bless the residents and staff at Hale 

Nani Rehabilitation and Nursing Center, I couldn’t 

help but feel the blessings. We went to bless 

others, but God loves a servant heart so much 

that He will always fill your heart with a special joy 

every time you serve in His name. 

I love that our youth get to feel this joy often as 

they continue to allow God to use them to find 

creative ways to reach others for Christ. 

Mark Brekke, Director of Youth 
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WALK TO EMMAUS 
Women’s walk: July 11-14 at St. Stephen’s Retreat Center 
Men’s Walk: August 15-18 at St. Stephen’s Retreat Center 

The Walk to Emmaus is an experience of Christian spiritual 
renewal and formation that begins with a three-day short 
course in Christianity. It’s an opportunity to meet Jesus 
Christ in a new way as God’s grace and love is revealed to 
you through other believers. 

Following the three-day experience, participants are joined 
in small groups to support each other in their ongoing walk 
with Christ. 

Through the formational process of accountable 
discipleship in small groups and participation in the 
Emmaus community, each participant’s individual gifts and 
servant-leadership skills are developed for use in the local 
church and its mission. Participants are encouraged to find 
ways to live out their individual call to discipleship in their 
home, church, and community. 

If you are interested in participating in Walk to Emmaus, 
please see Helena Ogle, Pastor Tom or Pastor Linita. 

 

 

 

RENOVATION CONSTRUCTION UPDATES 
Our facilities restoration and repair is in full swing! 

Sanctuary: Spall repair is well underway on the Ewa 
columns of the sanctuary. 

Education Building: The Legal Clinic (TLC) 
construction has also started with a completion date 
of May 31st.  

Surveillance Security System: is now on its Phase 
1 of installation.  

I want to thank everyone for your patience and ask 
for your pardon for any inconvenience this may have 
caused you. Let us continue to pray for our church, 
the construction workers that they are safe during 
this time with us. 

Paini Harris, Church Administrator 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

The English Circle of United  
Methodist Women will not  
meet in June. Our next  
meeting will be July 10, at  
11:30 a.m.  
 

The Tongan circle meets at 8 pm on the third Tuesday 
of each month.  
 

Women of any age are invited to join the United 
Methodist Women. 
 
 

       SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY 

                    The Sunday Bible Study will begin a  
                    new study: A Disciple’s Path - A 
Guide for United Methodists on June 23. This 
study will help participants to grow in their 
understanding of the United Methodist view of 
discipleship as expressed in  
the church membership vows.  
All are welcome! If you are  
interested in becoming a  
member of the church, please  
come to the class or talk to  
Kim about making alternative  
arrangements for completing  
this study. Please register for  
the class by June 9 so that we  
can order enough books. For  
more info or to register, email  
Kim Houff at kim@firstumchonolulu.org or call the  
church office. 
 
 
 

LUNCH ON THE LOOSE                 
All are welcome to join us for lunch  
and fellowship at 11:30 a.m. on  
Thursday, June 20. We will meet at  
Waioli Kitchen and Bake Shop at 

2950 Manoa Road. This is the new Salvation 
Army restaurant that used to be the Waioli Tea 
Room.  The new Waioli provides vocational 
training for graduates of programs for the 
treatment of substance abuse disorders and for 
individuals recently released from incarceration. 
Contact the church office at 522-9555 or email 
Kim at kim@firstumchonolulu.org to reserve your 
spot. 
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FAMILY PROMISE 
June 23-30, 2019 

The mission of Family Promise Hawaii is to mobilize 

existing community resources to aid families with children 

experiencing homelessness and help them transition to 

sustainable independence. We will host up to four families 

for the week of June 23-30.  

Please see Kim Houff or stop by the church office to sign 

up to serve in one of the following areas: set-up (Sun, 

June 23 at 11:45 a.m.), dinner preparer, evening host, 

breakfast preparer, takedown (Sun, June 30 after 

Pancakes and Praise service) or to do laundry at the end 

of the week. 

 
 
 
FUMC H.O.P.E (Helping Other People Excel) 
Boxes 
June 2-23, 2019 

During June we are also be collecting items to put together 

five “HOPE Boxes” which will be given to Catholic 

Charities homeless clients upon move-in into their rental 

unit, helping to turn empty apartments into homes. Items 

needed are:  

• Shampoo & Conditioner     Soap 

• Toothpaste & Toothbrush   Towels 

• Toilet Paper                        Dish Soap & Sponges 

• Laundry Detergent              Laundry Baskets 

• Pots/Pans                            Eating utensils 

• Plates                                   Can Opener 

• Cleaning Supplies                Sheets 

• Blankets  

Please drop off donated new or like-new items or 

monetary donation to the church office by Sunday, June 

23. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
YOGA CLASS 
Thursdays at 12noon 

Starting Thursday, July 11 at 12noon, FUMC will 
be offering a FREE Yoga Class every Thursday! 

This class is being offered in accordance with 
our mission “Growing in Christ through Spirit, 
mind, body and ‘ohana”. 

Beginners are welcomed and encouraged to 
participate! All levels are welcome. 

Bring a towel, water and a mat if you have one. If 
you don’t have a mat, one will be provided for 
you. 

To register for this FREE class, email 
office@firstumchonolulu.org or call 522-9555, 
Monday through Friday, 9-3 p.m.  

 

 

Volunteer 

Opportunities 
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JUNE 2019 

  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Youth Sunday                       30      1 

 8am Pancakes & Praise    

8:30-11:30 am Health Clinic  

                   SNAP Assistance                

10am English Worship 

11:30am Bible Study   

11:30am Youth Grp 

12 noon Tongan Worship 

3 p.m. Tongan Service 

      

GRADUATION SUNDAY       2 3 4              5 6 7 8 

8am Pancakes & Praise 

10am Joint Worship with 
          Fellowship Luncheon 

 

1:00 p.m. Friends & Family 
Movie (Ben Hur, 2016) & 
Fellowship (K-Hall) 

 

            

 5:30 pm 
Centering 
Prayer 

 

 

6 pm The Family 
   Table Bible Study  

6:30 pm Tongan   
Language Service 

 

 

6:30 pm Tongan 
Women Prayer 
Group 

8:00 pm Tongan 
Choir 

  

TONGAN KUATA                  9 10 11                                 12                                 13   14 15 

8am Pancakes & Praise    

8:30-11:30 am Health Clinic                 

10am English Worship 

11:30am Bible Study   

11:30am Youth Grp 

12 noon Tongan Worship 

 

 HOLIDAY 

OFFICE & 
FACILITY 
CLOSED  

6 pm The Family  
   Table Bible Study  

6:30 pm Tongan   
Language Service 

 

6:30 pm Tongan 
Women Prayer 
Group 

8:00 pm Tongan 
Choir 

 

7 p.m. Joint 
Youth Activity 

 

FATHER’S DAY                    16                        
19 

17 18 19 20 21 22 

8am Pancakes & Praise    

8:30-11:30 am Health Clinic                 

10am English Worship 

12 noon Tongan Worship 

3pm Tongan Prayer Service 

 

 5:30 pm 
Centering 
Prayer 

8 pm UMW 
Tongan 
Circle 

 

6 pm The Family 
Table Bible Study  

6:30 pm Tongan 
Language Service 

 

 

11:30am Lunch 
on the Loose at 
Waioli Kitchen 

6:30 pm Tongan 
Women Prayer 
Group 

8:00 pm Tongan 
Choir 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Promise Week          23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

8am Pancakes & Praise    

8:30-11:30 am Health Clinic                 

10am English Worship 

11:30am Bible Study:  
                Disciple’s Path  

11:30am Movie: Apollo 13 

11:45am Family Promise  
                Setup 

12 noon Tongan Worship 

3 p.m. Tongan Service 

 5:30 pm 
Centering 
Prayer 

 

6 pm The Family 
Table Bible Study  

6:30 pm Tongan 
Language Service 

 

 

6:30 pm Tongan 
Women Prayer 
Group 

8:00 pm Tongan 
Choir 

  

June 2-23: H.O.P.E. Boxes – donations will be collected 
for this ministry.  

June 23: Discipleship Path class starts  

Annual Conference – Redlands, California 

BLOOM Conference 

FUMC Preschool Parents  - Praise Preschool 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY MOVIES 
Since Pastor Tom will be preaching on various movies 

throughout the summer, we will be showing the movies the 

Sunday before he preaches on that movie. Join Pastor Tom 

in Butterworth Chapel for Apollo 13 on June 23 and 

Hoosiers on June 30. (The movies will be condensed to 1.5 

hours.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED    

Check out our website: www.firstumchonolulu.org 

        Email:  Office@Firstumchonolulu.org 

        Instagram: firstumchonolulu 

        Facebook: First United Methodist Church Honolulu 

        Twitter: HonoluluFUMC 

First United Methodist Church 
1020 South Beretania Street 

Honolulu, Hawaii   96814-1492 

(808) 522-9555   Fax (808) 528-3992 

Website: www.firstumchonolulu.org 

 

  

  

 

  

 

Church Leaders & Staff 
Pastors: The Rev. Dr. Tom Choi 

 The Rev. Dr. Linita ‘U. Moa 

Director of Discipleship & Community Engagement: 

Kim Houff 

Pastoral Intern for Multicultural Ministry: Ongo Koli 

Church Administrator: Paini Harris 

Assistant to the Pastors: Sandi Brekke 

Director of Youth: Mark Brekke 

Director of Young People’s Ministry: Mele Pepa Latu 

Choir Directors: Tupou Seini Kelemeni, Fololiena Maka 

Accompanist: Jason Eom 

Custodians: Heamasi Koli,  Pat Sheppard,  

                     Pongi Vehikite, Sione Palu, Sia Lolohea 

********* 
CONNECTIONAL LEADERS: 

Resident Bishop: 
Bishop Grant Hagiya  

District Superintendent: 

Rev. Dr.  Se Hee Han 


